Street Repairs Completed
Perhaps you noticed that the corner of the Northwest Highway service road and Baltimore has been repaired. The curbing has been redone, as well. And it was all completed by the stated deadline of mid-March. The Dallas Street Department repaved the area beautifully. Now the mosquitoes will have to find a new place to breed, as there are no holes in the paving to collect water.
Stop Bars in Alley to be Re-done
The stop bars in the alley south of Bandera at the corner of four complexes (Fountainbleau, Royal Arms, Diplomat, and Preston Place) will be repainted soon. The area on the north side will be repaved too. Please acknowledge the stop bars as you drive through the alley. They are there for our safety.
Member Benefit Packets Are Available
If residents of PHSNA member complexes have not yet received their discount cards, they should check with the president of their HOA. The packets are available to be picked up from Preston Tower. If they cannot get to Preston Tower during the day, they should contact John Prichett at 214-234-0056 and ask for the packets to be left at the desk for pick up.
These discount cards enable users to save on a variety of area vendors: food, clothing, jewelry, alterations, cleaners, crafts, dental work, dermatology, hair styling and nails, massage and chiropractic services, hotel and travel, and even security services. A list of all vendors is located on the PHSNA website.
At the Crime Watch Meeting held on Tuesday, April 29, Amy Allen, Community Prosecutor, spoke about a new solicitation ordinance approved by the Dallas City Council on January 22. This ordinance rolls out on May 1. It makes it mandatory for solicitors to register, have a background check, and carry a badge proving they have done so. Residents who have a no solicitors sign on their door can report them. Politicians and nonprofits such as churches, Girl Scouts, schools, someone from your HOA, etc. are exempt. Everyone else must have a badge. They may not knock on your door before 9:00 am or after sunset, or on Sundays. The police will be able to stop someone who looks like they are soliciting. Once this new ordinance goes into effect a bit later in the year, if you are disturbed by a person, call 911. If you receive flyers or business cards at your door, call 311 to have them checked out.
Councilman Lee Kleinman spoke about the new economic investments being made in apartments and shopping centers in North Dallas. One is at the corner of Walnut Hill and Central Expressway and consists of a mall and apartments. This is a $6 million project. Another is at Arapaho and Knoll Trail, consisting of high end apartments. The third is at Valley View. This one will be named Midtown, because it is based on the New York area around Central Park. It will have a park in the middle of it. Part of the current Valley View mall will be torn down later this year, and some new businesses and housing areas will be built. This will be a 15-25 year development of a large part of northern Dallas to include mixed use housing. This development will have a TIF (Tax Increment Financing) grant, with about 45% of it dedicated to the park and the rest to streets and other infrastructure elements.
The Love Field gates could go to Virgin America, Southwest Airlines, or perhaps Delta. The two gates under discussion are not the only ones. Expect about twenty new gates at Love before they are finished.
Other issues Mr. Kleinman touched on briefly were the plastic bag charges which go into effect on January 1, 2015; the Charter Review Commission which is looking at the City Charter as they do every ten years or so; the Council pay discussion; and Home Rule.
Officer Mark Lutz spoke briefly about the decrease in crime in the North Central Section of Dallas. Crime in our area dropped 20% last year. The benefits include some of the financing for the new developments mentioned above. People feel safer, so they are more willing to invest in the area.
The next Crime Watch meeting will likely be held sometime in July. If you are interested in attending, contact Keith Burtner, or call the North Central Police Substation around July 1.
What to Do If your Identity is Stolen
If you are a victim of identity theft, there are some steps you can take:
First, contact the fraud department of the three major credit bureaus to place a fraud alert on your file. Next, close any accounts you believe have been tampered with or which have been opened in your name without your approval.
Third, file a police report. Get a copy of the report to submit to your creditors who need one. And finally, file a complaint with the FTC at www.consumer.gov/idtheft. The complaints filed here are used by law enforcement agencies for investigations.
